Exudative retinal detachment occurring in a patient with pyogenic liver abscess.
This is a report of a rare case of bilateral exudative retinal detachment occurring in a young Nigerian male with pyogenic liver abscess. Detailed ocular and clinical examination with biochemical, haematological and microbiological studies of the blood and liver aspirate were done. Ocular and abdominal scan plus surgical drainage of abscess were also done. The main features were febrile illness with hepatomegaly and sudden loss of eyesight. Visual acuity was light perception in both eyes. The cardiovascular and renal systems were normal. Ocular scan showed bilateral bullous retinal detachment while abdominal ultrasound revealed multiple liver abscess cavities. HIV and HBsAg tests were negative. Pyogenic liver abscess should be regarded as possible cause of exudative retinal detachment and has a potential blinding complication.